HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
of values, no room for the products of human
sensibility whatever.
In all these reactions to Russia a kind of time-
less, unreal and unhistorical liberal community is
envisaged, to which English life is supposed to
approximate more nearly than any other, whilst the
Russian "experiment" is regarded as lying at the
opposite end of the scale of values altogether.
Now I am not disputing the delectable qualities of
the liberal paradise envisaged by people who think in
this way. I insist that this view, beautiful and univer-
sally desirable as it is, is in no way historical and
provides no key to the understanding of any historical
event, such as the Russian revolution, whatever. It is
quite useless to think of Russia, or of collectivist
motivation anywhere, or of any great cataract in the
flow of historical time, if all observed phenomena are
to be judged merely from the viewpoint of some time-
less desideratum, say, of political liberty. Yet this,
precisely, is the task to which most travellers in Russia
have addressed themselves, and which guides the
ordinary reader and thinker in England and America,
It should be borne in mind that the ideal liberal
community with which all the communities of history,
without exception, are so uselessly compared, is some-
thing that was conceived, or at any rate became